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Music fans have historically played a
significant role in shaping the cultural
landscape, from influencing trends to

challenging industry norms.



ORICINS OF THE FAN

e The origin of the word fan is unclear, but it likely

comes from fanatic.”

e Etymological evidence suggests that fandom” (as a
concept) was around long before the invention of the

term ‘fan.” (Jenkins, 2017)

e Cavicchi identified 3 characteristics: -

"

-

o A sustained interest in sensation

W\

o An emphasis on celebrity and selfhood
o Contested the expected limits of consumption i



Evolution of fan
culture

e Then: Screaming at concerts, reading magazines
e Now: Coordinating Twitter trends, streaming

parties, TikTok dances, shared vocabulary

e Still: Emotional connection and identity shaping




B E n I l E m n N l n precedent for fan culture [..] More importantly, the

focused, emphatic fan practices set into motion around

the Beatles became the blueprint for how bands,

| performers and their fans would interact in the
decades that followed. The open displays of passionate
devotion — whether screaming at concerts or waiting
for hours to catch a glimpse of the stars in question -

—— became commonplace [..] While reading teen

magazines and plastering posters to one’s bedroom

gl - PLENE
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walls remain popular practices among teenage girls,

.....

Hig the Internet now offers online fans sites, e-zines, social

media groups, and countless other virtual spaces to
congregate and express their fandom.” — Museum of

Youth Culture



N

BEATLEMANIA
FAN BEHAVIOR

e Concert goers screamed, attempted to get on
stage, and some even fainted

e Formal fan clubs

e Merchindise: Fans could soon buy specially published fan magazines,
posters, dolls, badges, dresses, boots, wallpaper, lunch boxes, wigs,
games, gum and nearly any trinket imaginable. Girls could outfit

themselves and their bedrooms entirely with Beatles-branded
merchandise.” (Feldman-Barrett, 2023)




NOUW: e Emerged from internet communities (Tumblr,

L | ST n"s.. Twitter, now TikTok)
e Stan culture is about building identity,

belonging to a community, and showing

e As a noun, stan refers to 'an

: extreme loyalty which is often expressed
extremely or excessively

: : . through strateqgic online behaviors like
enthusiastic and devoted fan, g g

(Merriam-Webster). Though. hashtag campaigns and streaming parties

always these emotes for some reason
describe any fan, regardless of “bestie”  “help. ’ —
a4 R “(celeb doing EGmEEhingthirstv]will -
dedication be the death of me gha o

“daily reminder to " T

e Slang term that rose to prominence “OMG”

in 2000 because of Eminem
e Today's use of the term is less

ominous than its orgin




STAN
FAN BEHAVIOR

Shared vocabulary — local, bias, oomf, lane, rob list, anti, mother (Gilchrist,
2023)

Fanmade content — dances, edits, fanfiction, memes

otreaming parties — mass listening sessions,
Cancel/defend cycle — Fans switch from defending to canceling their favorite

artists when they disappoint.
"On stan Twitter, superfans assemble in micro-communities to express fervent love for
certain celebrities. Each “faction™— of which membership which is self-appointed—hosts
inside jokes and shared references with an ironclad allegiance. Incorporating diligent
concentration and encyclopedic knowledge, stan culture works as a hub for the most

fervent of fans, when IRL interactions can't serve them enough.” (Chuck, 2022)
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FROM BEATLEMANIA TO
DIRECTIONERS

e Evolved from concerts to online
communities

e Driven by shared language,
rituals, and loyalty

e Shapes personal and group

identities in the digital world
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